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SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS COMMENTARY ON US STATEMENT ON PALESTINIANS 
REF: TEL AVIV 7207 

SUMMARY: ISRAELI COMMENTATORS ARE DIVIDED ON SIGNIFICANCE 
OF US STATEMENT TO HIRC SUBCOMMITTEE, WITH SOME 

DETECTING NO CHANGE IN US POLICY BUT MAJOR DIPLOMATIC ANALYSTS SEEING 
IT AS TURNING POINT IN US APPROACH ON PALESTINIAN ISSUE. 

CABINET WILL DISCUSS THE STATEMENT AT ITS NOVEMBER 16 MEETING. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. HAARETZ (GOLAN), MAARIV (HARIF) AND YEDIOT (ZIMUKI) 

REPORT THAT CABINET WILL DISCUSS THE "SAUNDERS DOCUMENT" 

AT ITS NOVEMBER 16 MEETING. GOLAN REPORTS THAT THE 
MERE EXISTENCE OF THE DOCUMENT SURPRISED THE ISRAELI 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON... AND CAUSED A GREAT DEAL OF ANGER 
IN JERUSALEM... HE HIGHLIGHTS THREE POINTS AS 
GIVING RISE TO CONCERN IN JERUSALEM: A. THE ASSUMPTION 
THAT THE MAIN OBSTACLE TO PEACE IS THE SOLUTION OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PROBLEM..., B. THE ASSUMPTION THAT IN THE 
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PLO THERE IS NO UNITED POSITION, THAT ONLY SOME ELEMENTS 
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IN IT WANT A SECULAR BI-NATIONAL STATE, AND THAT OTHER 
ELEMENTS ARE READY TO THINK ABOUT RECOGNIZING ISRAEL. 

THESE STATEMENTS ARE REGARDED IN JERUSALEM AS THE BEGINNING 
OF AN ATTEMPT TO CLEAR THE PLO AND PREPARE IT FOR THE 
POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH ISRAEL. C. THE IDEA OF 
CLEARING THE PLO SUPPORTS THE DEFINITION OF THE TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATION AS COMMANDOS AND NOT AS TERRORISTS. HAARETZ 
ASSUMES THAT JERUSALEM WILL PROBABLY IGNORE THE DOCUMENT. 

"IT CAN ALSO BE ASSUMED THAT ISRAEL WILL CLAIM... THAT THE 
DOCUMENT AND ITS CONCLUSIONS CONTRADICT THE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE US FOR PRIOR COORDINATION AND CONSUL- 
TATION BEFORE TAKING POLITICAL STEPS..." 

2. MAARIV (HARIF) WRITES THAT JERUSALEM FEARS THAT 
"FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION OF THE DOCUMENT ADDITIONAL 
STEPS WILL COME FROM THE US TO STRENGTHEN THE RECOGNITION 
OF THE NEED.. .TO TALK WITH THE PLO. CLEARLY. AS LONG 

AS THE PLO DOES NOT ANNOUNCE ITS RECOGNITION OF ISRAEL, 

THE US WILL NOT BE IN A POSITION TO PRESS ISRAEL IN THIS 
DIRECTION." HARIF ADDS THAT " IN A CONSULTATION HELD IN 
JERUSALEM.. .RABIN SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE US HAS STRONGLY 
OPPOSED THE UN RESOLUTION ON THE PALESTINIANS, IT IS 
POSSIBLE THAT FOR THE PURPOSE OF A BALANCE’ IT HAS NOW 
PUBLISHED THE PALESTINIAN DOCUMENT....” YEDIOT (ZIMUKI) 

WRITES THAT "THERE ARE OBSERVERS WHO REGARD SAUNDERS 
STATEMENT AS AN INDICATION THAT THE US HAS LOST CONFI- 
DENCE IN ITS ABILITY TO BRING THE SYRIANS TO THE 
NEGOTIATING TABLE..." 

3. IN LENGTHY COMMENTARY, HAARETZ WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 
MARGALIT DESCRIBES THE SAUNDERS DOCUMENT AS "A TURNING 
POINT IN AMERICAN POLICY TOWARDS THE PALESTINIANS. ITS 
DRAFTING WAS PREPARED WITH THE UTMOST CAUTION... BUT US 
DIPLOMATS IN THE ARAB STATES WILL BE ABLE TO GIVE THE 
PALESTINIANS SOMETHING OF A HINT THAT THEIR LONG PATIENCE 

IS REWARDED... THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT SOMETHING WILL 
HAPPEN WITHIN SHORT TIME.. .BUT ANY DIPLOMATIC CHANGE 
BEGINS WITH WORDS AND FROM THIS POINT OF VIEW THE US HAS 
GONE A LONG WAY...” 
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4. HAARETZ EDITORIAL DESCRIBES THE SAUNDERS DOCUMENT AS 
GIVING RISE TO "CONCERN AND OPPOSITION." ACCORDING TO 
SAUNDERS’ TESTIMONY THE PLO IS NOT DISQUALIFIED AS A 
PARTNER FOR NEGOTIATIONS ON THE SOLUTION OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PROBLEM. IT IS NOT THE REFUSAL TO RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT 

OF EXISTENCE OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL THAT PREVENTS 
DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS BETWEEN THE US AND ISREAL BUT THE 
UNCERTAINTY.. .REGARDING THE PLO'S ASPIRATIONS. MR. SAUNDERS 
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FIRMLY SUPPORTS THE RABAT CONFERENCE DECISION . .AND 
DOUBTS THE PRACTICALITY OF ANY ATTEMPT TO INVOLVE JORDAN 
AS A PARTNER TO THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM..." 

5. DAVAR, HATZOFE (THE NRP NEWSPAPER) AND AL-HAMISHMAR ON 
THE OTHER HAND, DO NOT REGARD THE DOCUMENT AS REFLECTING 
A CHANGE IN US POLICY ON THE PALESTINIANS. HATZOFE WRITES 
THAT THE "DOCUMENT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CHANGE IN US 
POLICY, ALTHOUGH IT INCLUDES SEVERAL SENTENCES WHICH 
MAY CONTAIN A HINT OF FUTURE POLICY. HATZOFE ALSO QUOTES 
"POLITICAL CIRCLES" IN JERUSALEM AS SAYING THAT "IT 
CONTAINS NO CHANGE OF US POSITION." A SIMILAR CONCLUSION 
IS DRAWN BY DAVAR WHICH SPECULATES THAT "THE MIDDLE EAST 
ACTIVITY OF THE AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE WILL CONTINUE TO BE CONCENTRATED ON AN ATTEMPT TO 
REACH AN ISRAELI-SYRIAN SETTLEMENT AND NOT ON THE PALESTINIAN 
ISSUE..." AL-HAMISHMAR QUOTES ISRAELI SOURCE AS SAYING 
THAT MOST OF DOCUMENT'S COMPONENTS DO NOT GO FAR BEYOND 
WHAT ALLON SAID LAST MONTH AT THE UNGA. 
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